
ORDINANCE NO. 2023-053 

AN ORDINANCE OF POLK COUNTY, FLORIDA, ESTABLISHING 
AN EXEMPTION FROM CERTAIN AD VALOREM TAXATION 
FOR PUBLIX SUPER MARKETS, INC., AN EXPANSION OF AN 
EXISTING BUSINESS; PROVIDING FINDINGS OF FACT; 
PROVIDING A TITLE; PROVIDING THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF 
REVENUE AVAILABLE TO THE COUNTY FROM AD VALOREM 
TAX SOURCES FOR THE CURRENT FISCAL YEAR, THE 
TOTAL AMOUNT OF REVENUE LOST TO THE COUNTY FOR 
THE CURRENT FISCAL YEAR BY VIRTUE OF ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT AD VALOREM TAX EXEMPTIONS 
CURRENTLY IN EFFECT, AND THE ESTIMATED REVENUE 
LOSS TO THE COUNTY FOR THE CURRENT FISCAL YEAR 
ATTRIBUTABLE TO THE EXEMPTION FOR PUBLIX SUPER 
MARKETS, INC.; PROVIDING FOR THE GRANT OF AN 
EXEMPTION FOR 8 YEARS AT 60 PERCENT; PROVIDING FOR 
A FINDING THAT THE COMPANY MEETS THE 
REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 196.012 (15), FLORIDA 
STATUTES, (EXPANSION OF AN EXISTING BUSINESS); 
PROVIDING FOR CONTINUING PERFORMANCE; PROVIDING 
FOR APPLICABILITY; PROVIDING FOR REVIEW; PROVIDING 
FOR EXPIRATION; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

ARTICLE I: FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Article VII, Section 3, of the Florida Constitution and Florida Statutes,

Section 196.1995 authorize Polk County (the "County") to grant Economic Development 

Ad Valorem Tax Exemptions to New Businesses and Expansions of Existing Businesses, 

as defined in Florida Statutes, Section 196.012(14) and (15), subject to voter approval. 

On November 3, 2020, electors in Polk County approved a referendum authorizing such 

exemptions, and on October 4, 2022, the Board of County Commissioners (the "Board") 

adopted a master ordinance, Ordinance 2022-069 (the "Master Ordinance") authorizing 

the granting of such exemptions. 

2. The Master Ordinance sets forth the guidelines, process and procedures for

implementing the Economic Development Ad Valorem Tax Exemption program. 

3. Pursuant to the Master Ordinance, Publix Super Markets, Inc., a Florida

corporation (the "Company") submitted an application to the County requesting an ad 






















